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• Non-governmental research organization, founded in 1958

• Independent, international cooperative of national research 

institutions and governmental research agencies

• Conducts large-scale comparative studies of educational 

achievement and other aspects of education

• More than 60-member country institutions; nearly 100 

education systems participate in IEA studies

International Association for the 
Evaluation of Educational Achievement 

Introduction to IEA



“IEA conducts large-scale studies 
to better understand education 
practices, processes & policies in 
order to improve quality teaching 
& learning within and across 
systems of education”



Supporting Secondary Analysis

All IEA data and publications are available open access 



IEA’s studies are unique as they are: 

• Grade based

• Developed around a curricular model 

• Linked to national curricula 

• Conducted in regular cycles to provide trends in 

educational achievement

Introduction to IEA

Researching education, improving learning



INTENDED
Curriculum

IMPLEMENTED
Curriculum

ATTAINED
Curriculum

National, Social, and 
Educational Content

School, Teacher, and 
Classroom Context

Student Outcomes 
and Characteristics

Unique Study Design



• Assessment of 4th grade students, conducted every 5 years since 

2001

• Provides internationally comparative data on how well children 

read by assessing students’ reading achievement

• Provide vital information about educational performance at 

primary level

• Direct links between teachers and the assessed students

• Around 319,000 students, 16,000 teachers and 12,000 schools 

participate PIRLS

• Recognized by UNESCO for measuring progress towards SDG 4. 

Progress in International Reading and 
Literacy Study

Focus on PIRLS



PIRLS 2016: Example International Results



• Challenges to offering IEA data back to schools and teachers

• New peer-reviewed series directed at teachers and educators

• Translating relevant IEA research findings into evidence-based 

practice

Our research would not be possible 
without teachers!

Giving Back to Teachers
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• Part 1: From research to practice
• Chapter 1: Theories of reading comprehension

• Chapter 2: Evidence-based didactic principles and practical teaching 

suggestions

• Chapter 3: Exploring reading comprehension skills using PIRLS

• Part 2: Reading comprehension in a multilingual classroom
• Chapter 4: Reading comprehension and multilingual students

• Chapter 5: Good practices in teaching reading comprehension from five 

PIRLS countries

Strengthen teaching in reading 
comprehension by using evidence from 
PIRLS

Purpose of this book



Part 2: Multilingual classroom



• Book is accompanied by further teacher resources: 

• Released study items and passages that offer teachers 
concrete examples to include in their lesson plan 

• Related scoring guides and country data
• IEA Teacher Snippets, which offer practical ideas for 

the classroom based on data from IEA studies and are 
a short publication that lend themselves to translation

• Can all be found on IEA website to freely access, 

download, or print and use in the classroom: 

iea.nl/publications/introducing-iea-resources-teachers

For Practice: PIRLS Passages



For Practice: Translated



IEA Teacher Resources 



IEA Teacher Snippets 

• Teacher Snippets offer practical ideas for the classroom based on 

data from IEA studies

• Easily adaptable and translatable publication series

• In addition to receiving insights based on data Teacher Snippets XL 

provide additional resource for hands-on learning

• Offers teachers concrete examples to include in their lesson plan 

• All Teacher Snippets are available on the IEA Website:

https://www.iea.nl/publications/iea-teacher-snippets

https://www.iea.nl/publications/iea-teacher-snippets


Release of PIRLS 2021: 16 May



PIRLS 2021 Countries

Benchmarking 
Participants

Ontario, Canada
Quebec, Canada
Denmark, 3rd grade
Moscow City, Russia
South Africa 5th grade
Abu Dhabi, UAE
Dubai, UAE

France
Georgia
Germany
Hong Kong SAR
Hungary
Iran
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kosovo
Latvia
Lithuania
Macao SAR
Malta
Montenegro
Morocco
Netherlands
New Zealand

Albania
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Belgium (Fl.)
Belgium (Fr.)
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
Chile
Chinese Taipei
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Egypt
England
Finland

North Macedonia
Northern Ireland
Norway
Oman
Poland
Portugal
Qatar
Russian Federation
Saudi Arabia
Serbia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Turkey
United Arab 
Emirates
United States
Uzbekistan



p.korsnakova@iea.nl

Thank you! 
Any questions are 

welcome ☼
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